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Guatemalan Comnunists attempt to mobilize mass suzport
for government: Tne Communist-controlled labor and peasant

confederations in Guztem2la bagan on 4 June to mobilize their
followers for possible armed defense of the Arbenz administira-

tion.

Ambassador Peurifoy comments that this move may be de-
signed primarily to demonstrate mass support for the administra-
tion, but that another motive may be to provide the governaent
with an excuse for arming civilians.

He notes that ithe Communist and other pro-Arbenz forces
are gaining the initiative in "Guatemala's war of nerves,"
aund that the adninistration is "demonsirating it has the
sinews for defense and intends i1o use them." (U Guatamala
City 903, 5 Juzne 54) - ——
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Comment: Communist efforts to create a militant following
sufficient to mneutralize the arny have been noted since last:
Deceumber. As the best-organized progovernment. civilian groups,
the Communist-led confederations would be the likely benefici-

KR
aries of any decision-to arm.civilians to deifend the government
in 2 c¢crisis, DPresident Arbsnz has Iavored such a policy in

The Commuaists are believed already in possession of soms
as, but not sufficient to provide defense of the ad-

ration against an army revolt at this time. Top military
rs are likely to resist providing civilian groups with _
tional arms which might weaken the army's position. (SEQRET)
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